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WHAT IS YOUNG ADULT LITERATURE?
Have you ever wondered what exactly can be considered young adult literature (YAL)? If you've paid much attention to the book world around you lately, you've probably noticed that there seems to be some misunderstanding about what fits the YAL label and what doesn't. Unfortunately, this confusion has led some teachers and parents to believe that YAL is little more than cheap, pulp novelsthe kind of stuff English teachers ought to teach their students to avoid. I understand some of the causes of this confusion and, in the space of this issue's column, plan to set things straight.
A couple of years ago, I visited a local junior high school to talk to English teachers about YAL and how they might be able to use it to turn nonreaders into readers. My presentation went well, and I left feeling satisfied that I had helped a few hard-core literary classicists and one intractable grammarian discover the positive possibilities of YAL. On my way out of the school, I stopped off at the school library to take a look at their YAL holdings. As soon as I entered the door, I saw a wall of books on the far side of the library with a sign "Young Adult Literature" prominently posted above it. "Ah," I thought, "the teachers I just talked to will have ample support from their librarian, a person who obviously knows books and teenagers." 
